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were to learn by bitter experience, what individuals
too have to learn, that mankind cannot resist the
temptation to kick the man or nation that is down.

Bitter ingratitude was first to be shown them by
their ally, Denmark, in return for all the heavy sacri-
fices they had made on her behalf. Lubeck was
treated with overbearing contempt, while the neutral
cities were punished, as perhaps they more justly
deserved, for their cowardly policy. Thus Rostock,
which had furnished the Swedish admiral with food
supplies in 1566, was forbidden to trade thenceforth
with Scania; Hamburg, whose ships had been captured
engaged in the same unpatriotic business, had to pay
a hundred thousand dollars to regain them; and
Danzig, too, was fined the same sum by the King of
Denmark for a like offence.

But the keenest humiliation was yet in store for
Lubeck herself, in King Frederick's behaviour con-
cerning the Island of Bornholm, so long the Hansa
queen's special possession. First a Lubeck governor
was formally ejected by the Danes, then the
inhabitants of the island, encouraged in insubordina-
tion by seeing how the authorities at Copenhagen
dealt with their masters, refused to pay their dues,
finally one of the towns even forcibly ejected
some Lubeck traders. It was ominous that King
Frederick opposed all mention of Bornholm during
the treaties for peace. Suddenly, on the /th of
September, 1575, he informed the city of Lubeck,
" that as the fifty years7 possession, accorded to them
by his grandfather, would have expired on the igth
of the month, he intended to retake possession of the